Of the 35 distinct serological types of adenovirus only a few are commonly associated with conjunctivitis in temperate regions. Types 3 and 7 are recognised as the principal causes of 'swimming pool' conjunctivitis and pharyngoconjunctival fever.12 Types 8 and 19 typically cause the more severe epidemic keratoconjunctivitis.3-5 Type 4 and less frequently type 7 give rise to respiratory infections, which may occur in epidemic form, typically among military recruits, being referred to as acute respiratory disease.6 Type 4 conjunctival infections are uncommon in the civilian population and have usually been reported as isolated or small numbers of cases during outbreaks caused by other serotypes,7 although an outbreak of pharyngoconjunctival fever caused by adenovirus type 4 has occurred in relation to a contaminated swimming pool.8
A recent outbreak of adenovirus type 4 conjunctivitis in Bristol involving a large number of persons provided an opportunity to study the range of ocular manifestations resulting from infection with this serotype and to compare it with that previously reported for other adenoviruses.
Materials and methods
Patients presenting with signs and/or symptoms of possible viral conjunctivitis were seen at the Bristol Eye Hospital Casualty Department. Examination included detailed slit-lamp microscopy and swabs were taken for bacteriological and virological culture.
All swabs for virology were transported in milk saline transport medium and reached the laboratory 
